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TRY YOUR FIRST 

TRIATHLON FREE!
Anyone can do triathlon, if you can swim 2 laps of a pool, ride your 

bike to the shops and back, jog/walk 2km, you can do triathlon!

REGISTER NOW tryatriathlon.com.au/shepparton

This entry-level event consists of a 100m swim 
(fl ippers permitted), 9km bike ride and 2km run/walk.

SUNDAY 8TH OCTOBER
SHEPPARTON

DO IT ON YOUR OWN OR ENTER AS A TEAM!
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Wool boom

Rapt: Mark Amarant from Quality Wool Benalla with
Quality Wool Bendigo’s Brett Johnson.

Australian wool is a hot
commodity again, reaping
great rewards for growers
on the back of surging
demand for high-quality
Merino products.

Mark Amarant, who
operates Benalla’s Quality
Wool store at 21-23 Hannah
St, said now was a great
time to be in wool, and
growers could cash in fully
on resurgent prices by
devising a clear plan of
attack for selling their clip.

‘‘We are only too happy
to sit down with growers
and discuss a range of
factors, from how they mar-
ket their wool to their best
options for selling it,’’ Mr
Amarant said.

‘‘Your marketing strat-
egy and when you sell your
wool can really affect your
returns as a grower, so
that’s a personalised ser-
vice that we pride ourselves
on.’’

The 2016/17 season deliv-
ered growers the highest
wool prices in recent his-
tory, a trend that is expect-
ed to be sustained in the
short term at least.

Quality Wool managing
director Mark Dyson said a
growing appetite for Aus-
tralian wool from consum-
ers had resulted in a posi-
tive trickle-down effect for
growers.

‘‘The wool story, and in
particular Merino, is a very
positive one, with the drive
by consumers towards
quality, natural products,
demand has increased and
the flow on effect to our
grower base is excellent
returns,’’ Mr Dyson said.

‘‘We have a very loyal
customer base who have

been through trying condi-
tions in the past 10 to 15
years, and those who have
stuck with growing Merino
wool are now reaping the
benefits.

‘‘Demand is expected to
remain buoyant, which
should lead to good wool
prices this season.’’

The Eastern Market Indi-
cator (EMI) recorded the
highest yearly average on
record for the 2016/17 sea-
son at 1406¢/kg, 151¢/kg
above the average for the
2015/16 season.

In the past two weeks it
has slipped back, with the
Australian dollar moving
above US80¢ resulting in
the market softening.

Regarding future market
movements, Mr Dyson said
he was waiting to hear what
news emerged from the

Nanjing Wool Conference
in China this month.

‘‘Traditionally, the con-
ference is about seeking the
buying patterns of the
Chinese for the upcoming
season,’’ he said.

Mr Dyson said the card-
ing market continued to
remain strong with new
business being written each
week, and continued busi-
ness on skirting types was
coming out of Europe.

At the time of publication,
the EMI finished the week
ending September 22 at
1525¢/kg, 15 per cent higher
(or 238¢/kg) than 12 months
earlier.

Established in 1991 in
South Australia, Quality
Wool is the only indepen-
dent, locally owned and
operated firm in the Austra-
lian wool industry.

Adventure: Benalla P-12 students visit Kooyoora State Park.

Sacred sites visited
Students from the Benalla P-12 College

Year 10 outdoor education class have
attended a three-day Basecamp at
Kooyoora State Park.

Kooyoora is about 45 km west of Bendigo
and is rich with indigenous culture and
European settler history.

Outdoor education teacher Angelica
Pahina said students were blessed with
good weather with mild daytime tempera-
tures and warm nights.

‘‘The students established connections
within themselves, with others, and with
the environment by fully immersing them-
selves in the experience,’’ Ms Pahina said.

‘‘Their learning was enriched by experi-
encing the indigenous culture first hand
through storytelling and visiting sacred
sites in Kooyoora State Park.

‘‘All our students conducted themselves
with respect and have made our community
proud.’’

Students wrote letters to themselves after
the camp, through these letters it is clear
that students feel a sense of responsibility
in caring for the land.

The learning experience helped them
understand the culture and significance

that places like Kooyoora would have held
to the Dja Dja Wurrung people.

In Year 10 Benalla P-12 students learn
how to plan, implement and evaluate their
own canoeing or bushwalking trip.

Through this process, they learn about
the procedures involved in organising a trip
for a school group, looking specifically at
the risks involved in the chosen activity and
assessing the environmental issues of the
location.

This term students learned about the way
Indigenous Australians used the environ-
ment and how modern society used the
same environment today.

Principal Barbara O’Brien said the wide
range of curriculum on offer at Benalla P-12
College provided students with the oppor-
tunity to aspire academically.

‘‘Students also acquire and develop
skills, knowledge and confidence to work
in all areas of their lives,’’ Ms O’Brien said.

‘‘Leadership, organisational and special-
ist activity skills are also developed
through theory and practical sessions, such
as the Year 10 outdoor education pro-
gram.’’
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